it has been shown to exist in the blood of infected persons.
It is almost certain that one or more species of sand-fly (.Phlebotomus) is responsible for its transmission.
Plague appeared in epidemic form in all the three big towns, and the Central Laboratories at Busra, Amara, and Baghdad were responsible for the examination of all the rats trapped or found dead in the bazaars as well as for the diagnosis of human cases. As is usual, the rat epizootic preceded the human epidemic by a week or more, and thus some warning was given of the approaching human outbreak.
At one period in Amara in 1917 nearly half the rats found dead in the bazaar were found to be plague infected. Some weeks before the epizootic began on this occasion I received a mass of inflamed intestines and abdominal glands and pancreas which had been removed post-mortem from the body of a British soldier who had died from what was believed to be acute hemorrhagic pancreatitis. An operation for his relief had been performed, but had had to be abandoned on account of the condition found and because the man nearly died on the All eyes are turned to the prevention of disease, and to the day when the best brains in the profession will be freed from the task of trying to cure individuals of those diseases which it is the aim of preventive medicine to prevent.
